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Commission in accordance with its electronic filing instructions.

Very truly yours,

Burnet R. Maybank, III
Enclosures
BRM/sjn
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE MATTER OF

APPLICATION OF ALLTEL
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR
DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER
PURSUANT TO SECTION 214(e)(2) OF THE
COMMUNICATIONS ACT OF 1934

)
) Docket No. 2007-151-C
)
) ALLTEL BRIEF
)
)
)

COMES NOW, Alltel Communications, Inc. ("Alltel") in response to the

Commission's Directive dated November 16, 2007. Alltel responds as follows;

On November 13, 2007 the South Carolina Telephone Coalition ("SCTC") filed a

brief, as requested by the Commission, to explain the impact, if any, on the pending

application in this matter of the recent FCC order that approved the transfer of control of

wireless licenses, leases and certain authorizations held by Alltel Corporation to Atlantis

Holdings LLC. Memorandum Opinion and Order, FCC 07-185, WT Docket 07-128

(October 26, 2007). (the Order" ). In the Order, the FCC imposed a cap on the total

amount of federal support which Alltel could receive on an annual basis. The SCTC,

continuing its attempt to block the receipt and investment of federal support in South

Carolina by a competitor, takes the position and argues that "In light of the FCC's Order,

Commission approval of the ETC Application as filed by ALLTEL Communications,

Inc. would result in no universal service funding for Alltel. " (SCTC Brief page 3).

However, despite the SCTC's desire to foreclose any investment of federal support by

Alltel in South Carolina, neither the FCC nor USAC has expressly dictated the specific

SCTC outcome as a result of the cap.



The Order simply states that "As a result of the condition, ALLTEL will be

capped at the level of support that it has received as a competitive ETC for 2007,

measured at the end of June 2007 on an annualized basis. "Order, $ 9. The SCTC's

conclusion that Alltel will not receive any USF to invest in South Carolina as a result of

the cap is not a certainty. Another interpretation could result in South Carolina sharing in

the total support that Alltel would receive. Therefore, until the cap is implemented by

USAC, the only certainty is that if this Commission denies the Alltel application at this

time as requested by Alltel's competitors, there will be no opportunity for South Carolina

consumers to reap the benefits that investment of federal support by Alltel will provide if

a different implementation of the cap results. The SCTC will not be prejudiced by the

Commission waiting for more certainty and guidance from USAC before acting on the

Alltel application.

Alltel is just beginning discussions with USAC regarding how to implement the

cap. Therefore, this Commission should simply hold its decision on the Alltel application

in abeyance until it is determined how the cap will be implemented. Again, the SCTC

will not be prejudiced by holding the application in abeyance at this time pending full

understanding of the cap.


